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Civil engineers have developed truly breathtaking and efficient infrastructures to accommodate 

the needs of modern societies and economies. Yet, even the most top-notch structures remain 

vulnerable to various in-service uncertainties, including those caused by environmental factors 

acting upon them, which becomes particularly apparent whenever a natural disaster occurs. My 

sense of purpose as a civil engineer comes from the goal of mitigating these uncertainties. 

Through my future research practice I would like to contribute to creating and maintaining 

sustainable and safe infrastructures. With this objective in mind, I am applying for a MA program 

in Civil and Environmental Engineering at the ANONYMYSED, which I believe will be a major step 

forward in realizing my passion. 

 

 This passion for civil engineering is a sum of my personal, educational and professional 

experience thus far. It initially evolved from visiting my father, a construction supervisor, in his field 

office. I remember as a young girl walking with him along the construction sites and listening to 

his stories, which at that time I could not comprehend. Nevertheless, I was captivated by his 

professional passion that continues until present day. Indeed, despite passing the retirement age, 

he is still a head manager at the ANONYMYSED and is highly praised for his accumulated 

experience as well as a long-lasting passion for his work.  

 

 ‘Fast-forward’ to my adolescent life and I found myself studying structural engineering and 

materials science on undergraduate level. It was the exact realization of that childhood passion of 

mine. Among the courses offered in the program, I was particularly fascinated with ANONYMYSED. 

However, to satiate my expanding interests, I went beyond the curriculum and additionally took 

advanced courses such as Structural Dynamics, MATLAB, Linear Algebra, and Numerical Analysis.  

 

 My interest in the safety and sustainability of structures crystallized after graduation from the 

university when I entered the ANONYMYSED, an institution specializing in constructing and 

maintaining social infrastructure for the public safety and satisfaction. Working within the 

ANONYMYSED, I took charge of the facility inspection of motorways and bridges. The most vital 

project that I was responsible for in this role was the maintenance and reinforcement of Komentarz [RP1]: Note/question 

to the student here. 



ANONYMYSED. When carrying out a regular check-up on the 17th February 2016, I discovered (or 

detected?) that one of the post-tensioned tendons was cut off due to deterioration(?). Since 

thousands of automobiles pass through Jungreung-chun overpass every day, we decided to 

execute overall control for one month and began replacing the impaired tendon with the new one 

as quickly as possible(?). After numerous discussions with technical experts and a thorough 

investigation by ANONYMYSED, one of the prominent infrastructure safety industries, the road 

could reopen to the public. My contribution to this success was recognized by the award of the 

grand prize of Seoul Transportation 2016. 

 

 The whole experience taught me the tremendous responsibility of a civil engineer in handling 

social infrastructure as well as the powerful influence that civil structures have on a city and its 

residents. Most importantly, however, it inspired me to broaden my professional knowledge and 

skills when it comes to evaluating the safety of civil structures using non-destructive and 

experimental research methods. In particular, I would like to engage in an in-depth study of non-

destructive evaluation(NDE) methodologies for characterizing construction material properties and 

assessing the conditions of critical structural members in catastrophic accidents such as 

earthquakes. 

 

I believe that ANONYMYSED, which boasts one of the best civil engineering graduate programs, 

will provide me wth the optimal environment for the flourishing of my research interests and 

career. I became convinced about this not only because of the international reputation of your 

institution but also thanks to my husband who is currently a master’s student at the 

ANONYMYSED and specializes in ANONYMYSED. We both share a strong interest in civil 

engineering and have mutual future goals related to this field. Therefore, in the long-term 

perspective I aspire to pursue a Ph.D. degree. I would like to focus my future research efforts on 

high performance seismic force resisting systems and on sustainability of structural systems and, 

in this way, realize my objective of mitigating the negative effects that natural disasters have on 

infrastructures and people using them.  

 

Thank you for considering giving me an opportunity to put in practice this goal of mine. In return, 

with my knowledge and previous experiences, I can bring an added-value to your institution by 

actively participating in classes, departmental research seminars, and less formal student and 

research networks or clubs. 

Yours sincerely, 
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